POLISH   AMERICANS

so much per day. Both work for the same companies.
Contract miners generally are more expert and get the
best money, but by no means always. Some of the best
experts are company miners, and a company expert,
working in rock on a bad vein, may send out almost
no coal on a given day, yet make more money than a
contract expert who has loaded five cars.

The Poles, said Father Kasaczun, came piling in
there around 1910, found Welsh, English, Irish, in the
mines. They felt strange, couldn't speak English, were
resented and abused. They were more abused by fellow-
miners than by the employers. Now in many mines
Poles are in the majority, speak English, and hold their
own. It would be a lie to say that the Poles and Irish
love each other, but where they used to fight and crack
each other's heads they now razz each other, but are
more mutually tolerant.

In the Wyoming Valley, which is the Pennsylvania
anthracite region, centring around Scranton and
Wilkes-Barre, there are 160,000 miners, of whom more
than a third are Poles. In Nanticoke and Sugar Notch
three-fourths are Poles. The others are mostly Lithu-
anian, Russian, Slovak, with some Irish, Welsh, and
English still mixed in, and a few Italians. In the bitu-
minous, soft-coal region, the Johnstown-Pittsburgh area,
bending down into West Virginia, there are about
500,000 miners, of whom about a third are Polish. A
Jew will not work underground in a coal-mine. He says
it's because he's too smart. They say it's because he
can't take it.

I had to take it, for a day at least as a visitor, and